
 

 

       

January/February 2016 

Dear Parents, 

With half term fast approaching, there is much to catch up on. 

The end of Key Stage 2 results (children aged 11 years),  for the last academic year, were published and I 

am very pleased to say that Thrussington was placed in the top 10% of schools in Leicestershire and in the 

top 100 schools, nationally, for the second successive year. Of course, this year sees schools adopting a 

totally new curriculum. External assessment will remain un-changed for Years 2 and 6, and for the first 

time, national Baseline assessments for Early Years Foundation Stage, have been introduced. The new 

SAT’s will be based on the statutory principles of the new curriculum. Levels have been removed and the 

marking scheme will be entirely different. Miss Oatey has explained the changes to parents of children in 

Year 2 and a meeting for parents of children in Year 6, will be held later this term. 

Enjoy reading about the children and have a restful half term. 

Liz Moore 

Headteacher 

 
WELCOME 

The School welcomes two new children and their families: 

Juliette Bordenave and Ella Satterthwaite 

and back in the classroom, we welcome 

Mrs. Coles and Mrs. Hammond  
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Young Voices Concert 

For the children in the Thrussington School Choir, 2016 began with much excitement. On 12th 
January, 27 children from KS2 journeyed to the Genting Arena, NEC, Birmingham to join 

approximately 5000 others in singing at the Young Voices concert. 

As we entered the arena, we were greeted to the sound of screaming and stamping feet and the 
vision of huge spotlights shining down on us – we felt like real pop stars! The children spent all 

afternoon rehearsing alongside the artists who joined us. These included the current international 
Beat-Box champions, Beatbox Collective; Young Voices singer, Tom Billington, and opera singer, Laura 
Wright, who you will probably know as the singer who sang ‘World in Union’ at the 2015 rugby World 

Cup.  

The performance for which we had put in months of preparation was an amazing experience. It was 
overwhelming to see the children singing their hearts out and performing with such enthusiasm and 

enjoyment. I hope that it will be an experience that they never forget. 

Caterpillar Trucks Visit 

Upper Key Stage 2 recently visited Caterpillar 

Trucks at the Innovation and Design Centre, 

Desford. Children learned about the process of 

design and construction. Worked alongside 

graduate engineer and apprentice, getting to 

know about what their jobs entailed. This 

supports the curriculum in Maths., Science and 

English, in particular. 

Space Centre 

Lower K.S.2 participated in a series of workshops 

during a visit to the National Space Centre which 

involved an overnight stay. This was a 

collaboration with two other schools to further the 

teaching and learning of investigative Science. 

During the evening, the children spent time in the 

planetarium learning about our universe and the 

effects of going into space as astronauts. We 

found out more about Tim Peake including how 

the rocket actually gets him into space and the 

kind of work that he is doing on the International 

Space Centre. We also spent time exploring the 

fantastic exhibits. Spending time at the Space 

Centre will support the children greatly with their 

Science work, particularly in understanding forces. 

Anglo-Saxon Day 

Upper K.S. 2 participated in a History workshop 

at school. They learned about how the Anglo-

Saxons lived. An exciting prelude to the current 

History topic. 

Animals on the school premises 

On grounds of health and safety, please do not bring animals on to the school premises. They must be 

left beyond the school gate and not tied to any part of the school premises.  We have received a 

complaint from a supplier that the school bins could not be emptied as a large dog was attached to or 

very near to the waste bins. 
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We have received complaints from local inhabitants about parking at the beginning and end of the 

school day. Please do not park in front of driveways and make your stay as short as possible. The road 

does narrow and there remains a concern about general pedestrian safety within the area. 



 

 

Fire Service 

Class One was delighted to receive a visit from the Fire Service last week, consolidating 

their work from last term on the Emergency Services and the Great Fire of London. They 

saw the clothing that a fire fighter wears and found out how thermal imaging cameras are 

used and why smoke alarms are so important. Outside, they also explored the equipment on 

board a fire engine and even got to use the hosepipe to spray water!  

News from the Philippines 

Thanks to your fabulous donation of books, we sent 360 books on their journey to Tugop over the 

Christmas holidays. It is expected that they will take 10-12 weeks to arrive there so keep your fingers 

crossed that they arrive before the end of the school year in the Philippines (the end of March). This 

week we heard that, thanks to our sponsorship of them, they have received another set of school 

supplies consisting of a notebook and pencil, rubber and sharpener for each pupil and large paper, 

chalks and pens for the teachers. Volunteer for the Visayans also noticed when they delivered the 

supplies that our kind donation of a printer over the summer was in full use and several members of 

staff commented to the organisation what a difference it had made to them. Salamat (thank you) from 

Tugop School!   

Thrussington S.N.A.G’s first food fayre 

The School Nutrition Action Group (S.N.A.G.) is organising a food fayre on Friday 12th Feburary from 

3.15pm – 4.15pm in the school playground. The whole school will be involved in the preparations for this 

and homemade soup (using our own grown vegetables) and bread will be for sale. The children will also 

be preparing Winter stew packs and grow your own vegetable packs for you to buy to grow and cook 

together at home. We have invited some local food supplier to also sell their produce so it promises to 

be a great event! All money raised will go towards refurbishing the greenhouse. Please support the 

children with this new venture. 

e-safety 

I am sure that many of you are aware of the issues regarding internet safety – it is constantly under the 

spotlight in the news. Recently we held an evening for parents on the topic of internet safety. We ex-

plained how we promote e-safety at school and gave advice on what parents can do at home to make 

themselves more e-safety savvy. Should you need any advice, please contact the school. 
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Diary 

Governors. 

The Curriculum and Standards Committee 

As part of their monitoring role, the Curriculum and Standards Committee has 
reviewed recent ‘Learning Walks’ which governors have conducted within the school. 
The committee heard about new assessment and tracking systems which the school 

has recently put in place and plan at their next meeting to investigate the use and 
impact of these further. Governors have continued preparing for any future Ofsted 

inspections under the new Ofsted Framework, by considering the kinds of questions 
governors may be asked by an Inspection Team. This work will be continued at a Full 

Governing Body meeting. 

Reminders: 

 Children must always wear school uniform. 

 PE Kit should be in school on Monday and taken home on Fridays for 
cleaning 

 No jewellery is to be worm 

12.02.16 School Food Fayre 

12.02.16 School closes 

22.02.16 School re-opens 

29.02.16 Parent evening: Class 1: 3.30pm to 7pm/Class 2: 3.30pm to 5pm/Class 3: 3.30pm to 5pm 

01.03.16 Parent evening: Class 1: 3.30pm to 5pm 

03.03.16 Parent evening: Class 2: 3.30pm to 6pm/Class 3: 3.30pm to 7.00pm 
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PTFA 

The PTFA are looking for donations of non perishable items to be used as 

gifts for a Mothers Day event on Friday 4th March.  These are needed by 

12 February and can be handed to any PTFA member 

Work in the community 

Thrussington School is supporting two schools within Leicestershire and is collaborating with a school in 

Leicester City to share cultural experiences 


